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PREFACE 


The  object  of  this  course  is  to  provide  positive  and  normative  analyses 
of  public  policy  formation  in  Canada.  The  initial  readings  and  classes  will 
focus  on  various  approaches  to  the  study  of  public  policy.  The  materials  are 
drawn  from  law  and  society,  law  and  economics  and  political  economy 
perspectives.  The  "cases"  were  chosen  on  the  basis  that  they  are  current  and 
significant  problems  in  the  policy  agenda.  They  do  not  pretend  to  present  a 
comprehensive  overview  of  policy-making.  There  are  many  questions  on  the 
policy  process  in  Canada  which  might  be  raised  but  are  not  posed  by  these 
particular  cases  but  they  do  deal  with  government  pursuing  a  variety  of 
purposes  while  acting  in  a  variety  of  theaters  and  employing  a  range  of  policy 
instruments.  Each  of  the  cases  provides  a  particular  picture  of  the 
interaction  of  politics  and  markets.  Taken  together  the  cases  should  provide 
a  better  understanding  of  the  dilemma  of  trying  to  maintain  the  welfare  state, 
as  defined  in  Canada,  while  responding  to  pressures  from  the  international 


economy . 
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